
Conscientious Objection 1 - Militourism: A New Expression of Anti-Militarism  Contributed by Erkinalp KesikliThursday, 11 June 2009On May 15th, antimilitarists all around the world have celebrated the World Day of Conscientious Objectors (COs). Believing that the only way to stop wars is to eradicate their human source, conscientious objectors have invited everyone to lay down their arms and reject military service.  Leaving aside the many forms and expressions of civil disobedience used to this date, anti-militarists in Turkey have come up with a new alternative: "militourism." Living in a country where conscientious objection is not recognized, since 2004, anti-militarists of Turkey tried to draw attention to the issue by a day of "touristic" visits to symbols of militarism in major cities in their country. Since then, the events took place in the Eurasian metropolitan of Istanbul in 2004; in 2005 in Izmir, a city of great significance with respect to the Turkish War of Independence; in 2006 in the capital city, Ankara; back in Istanbul in 2008; and in the internationally non-recognized Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in 2009 - which is yet another country where the right to conscientious objection is not recognized.  The places of visit and the "ceremonies" they held at these locations were quite interesting. One of the venues during the 2008 visits in Istanbul was the Military Medical Academy of Gulhane. In Turkey homosexual males are considered "unhealthy" by the Turkish military, and are delisted from the military by receiving a health report that categorizes them as "rotten." What is even more humiliating is that to receive this report, on some cases, the individual is asked to present a photograph or tape that proves their homosexuality. Protesting this procedure, following a statement on the significance of the institution, the activists left a case of apples in front of the academy to be diagnosed whether they were "rotten" (Baskent 2008). Other places of visit included the NATO quarters in Izmir, the Korean War Memorial Ankara, and various other locations where they broke toy-guns, presented roses to those COs coming from neighboring countries, ripped off borders from a world map, celebrated the growing CO community as new individuals declared their conscientious objection, and organized panels where they looked for ways to cast off, what Ayse Gul Altinay, with a reference to Kundera, calls, the "unbearable heaviness of militarism."  Militourism 2009 took place in Nicosia (Lefkosha), Northern Cyprus, within the framework of the annual meeting of the European Bureau for Conscientious Objection (EBCO), on May 15-17. Representatives from 9 countries, Cyprus, Russia, France, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Serbia, UK, Greece, have attended the meeting. Panel discussions were held on the place of conscientious objection in international and national law, as well as their implementations. A representative from Amnesty International Greece was also present as a speaker in the panel. The militourism visits took place on May 17th. During their address, the anti-militarists underlined the themes "occupation of arms" and "symbols of shame" (savaskarsitlari.org 2009).  Since the term is new to many, in what follows I will try to give some background information about what conscientious objection is, how it evolved, the different legislations present in the world, and the major issues concerning COs. As I conclude, drawing on some of the common questions directed to COs, I will note the significance of conscientious objection today.  _______________________  Altinay, Ayse Gul. 2006. "Militurizm'den Miligosteri'ye Turkiye'de Antimilitarizmin Yeni Yuzleri" (November 27). http://www.savaskarsitlari.org/arsiv.asp?ArsivTipID=1&ArsivAnaID=36514.  Baskent, Can, and Yavuz Atan. 2008. "Turkiye'de Vicdani Ret Hareketi Kulturu Ornegi Olarak Militurizm." canbaskent.net. http://student.science.uva.nl/~cbaskent/pol/pol/38.html.  savaskarsitlari.org. 2009. "Lefkosa'da Militurizm," http://www.savaskarsitlari.org/arsiv.asp?ArsivTipID=8&ArsivAnaID=51928&ArsivSayfaNo=1 (May 20).  _______________________  Previous entries on the Weave by Erkinalp Kesikli:  The Rushdie Affair and Turkey (April 2, 2009): http://students.stlawu.edu/theweave/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=712&Itemid=39   How Sustainable is Turkish Foreign Policy (March 23, 2009): http://students.stlawu.edu/theweave/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=692&Itemid=39 
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